Departure Checklist
Inside
Bedroom
· Stow all items on top of dresser (we have small pictures, a small clock, and a couple of glass candle holders - Linda simply spreads them out on the bed) 

· Lock closet door (we have a latch for the sliding closet doors that keeps them secure during travel) 

· Remove and stow all items that may obstruct bedroom slide 

· Remove and stow any loose items from shower (shampoo, conditioner, razor, etc.) 

· Lock shower door (we have a latch that keeps our shower door in place during travel) 

· Remove and stow daily toiletry items from lavatory area 

· Close toilet closet door tightly 

· Lock down sliding pocket door that separates bedroom from lower level of fifth wheel 

· Make sure regular TV antenna is cranked down (Linda does that here since the crank is over the bed - Howard also does a double check later since we have heard numerous stories of the antenna being left up) 

· Close all bedroom windows and vents 

· Make sure all other cabinet doors, closet doors, and drawers are closed tightly
Kitchen
· Raise rails in refrigerator/freezer (ours has little rails that keeps things from falling off the front of the shelves - they fold down out of the way for normal use) 

· Strap chairs to table (we have a velcro strap that we place around the legs of our free-standing chairs and the table leg) 

· Remove and stow items from table (we have an indoor/outdoor satellite time/temperature monitor and a candle holder) 

· Remove items from kitchen counter 

· Check all items hanging on walls (we have two large pictures and several smaller items secured to the walls with industrial strength velcro - we never take them down, but Linda always makes sure that they are sticking tight to the wall 

· Remove and stow all items that may obstruct the kitchen slide (for example, we have a small folding step stool Linda uses quite often that we have crunched once) 

· Take out trash 

· Put no-skid rubber under coffee maker and butcher block knife set (we do not stow these other than placing them on top of the stove in a more confined area - they stay put with the no-skid) 

· Make sure all cabinet doors and drawers are closed tightly 

· Turn off oven pilot light 

· Make sure all switches on interior control panel are in the off position
Living Area
· Remove and stow items from end tables 

· Stow end tables on couch (we have two small end tables that stow upside down on the couch with the couch pillows in between them) 

· Remove and stow all items that may obstruct the living area slides 

· Turn recliners so they face each other (our recliners are in the rear of the rig and must be turned so they do not interfere with the slides) 

· Close all windows and vents 

· Stow satellite dish via computer in desk area before shutting computer down 

· Stow and secure office equipment (for example, we wrap our flat screen monitor in a towel and put a no-skid sheet under it)
Miscellaneous
· Check all glass light fixtures to make sure they are secure 

· Wrap wine bottles in no-skid and stow (we place them inside an athletic sock so they won't knock together in the cabinet) 

· Pack cooler with drinks and lunch and put in truck 

· Put next destination info in truck (reservation info, maps, directions, etc.)
Outside
Tires & Wheels
· Plug in Pressure Pro tire monitoring system in truck to check tire pressures (Truck tires should be 90 psi and RV tires should be 100 psi - check your own tire ratings for proper pressure) 

· Check lug nuts and Pressure Pro sensors on tires to make sure all are tight 

· Visually inspect tires for punctures, tears, and wear
Roof
· Clean all debris off of roof and slide awnings 

· Verify TV antenna and satellite dish are properly stowed in flat position
Utilities
· Dump black water 

· Backflush black tank and dump (if we are unable to backflush, we pour a bucket or two of water down the toilet to help clean the black tank as we travel) 

· Dump gray water 

· Dump galley tank (we have a separate galley tank for some reason) 

· Disconnect, rinse, and stow sewer hose and connections (we use vinyl disposable gloves) 

· Make sure cap is on RV sewer drain pipe (never travel without cap on) 
· Stow Sidewinder (the accordian looking thing that that keeps our sewer hose elevated and inclined toward the sewer) 

· Disconnect water and stow freshwater hose 

· Account for and stow all fittings and water pressure regulator 

· Turn off electric at source, then disconnect electric power cord (another common thing we have heard is missed) 

· Stow power cord 

· Account for and stow all electrical adaptors
Storage compartments
· Stow all outdoor items (grill, grill stand, patio mat, signs, folding trash can, etc) 

· Organize compartments so that all items are secure
Miscellaneous
· Remove hummingbird feeders from windows 

· Remove outdoor thermometer 

· Close awning 

· Close slides 

· Raise rear stabilizer jacks 

· Remove and stow kingpin stabilizer tripod 

· Close microwave vent
Hitching
· Hitch up 

· Make sure breakaway switch is secure 

· Plug in electric 

· Remove chocks from trailer wheels 

· Raise landing gear slightly and pull forward to make sure we are properly hitched (we have heard numerous stories from people that have dropped their rig on their truck rails by not doing this) 

· Raise landing gear all the way (we make sure our emergency brake is on while we are completing the hitching routine) 

· Check lights on trailer (Linda checks while I test turn signals, brake lights, emergency lights, and back-up lights) 

· Stow leveling blocks, boards, and chocks 

· Secure truck bed cover around hitch 

· Raise RV entry steps 

· Stow entry hand rail 

· Lock all doors and compartments
Note: We do not always do these steps in this order.  Obviously, the order changes if we don't have sewer and have to dump on the way out at a dump station
